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A.M.A.A. HEADQUARTERS 


WE SHALL CELEBRATE 


By Archie Cherkezian 


Mr. Archie Cherkezian 
AMAA President 


THE SIXTIETH BIRTHDAY OF THE AMAA 

In the year 1978, the Armenian Missionary Association 
will belebrate its Sixtieth year of faithful, joyful and willing 
Service to God and his creatures. In that period the Associa- 
tion witnessed a Holocaust, Dispersion, Depression and 
Destruction for our people, but never once did it repudiate 
the precept of its founders “that to the end we may stand 
firmly in the faith.” 

Further, a scrutiny of the record of the Association for 
the past six decades vividly reveals, in the words of 
WINSTON CHURCHILL, that 

“‘Now this is not the end 

It is not even the beginning of the end 

But it is, perhaps the end of the beginning,”’ 
for the Association demonstrated by its humble and un- 
yielding adherence to Christ’s call ‘to help the least among 
you”’ in those lean days, that it will strive towards greater 
service in the next sixty years; 

The end of the first 60 years is at hand. We pray that the 
end of this new beginning, 60 years hence, will conclude an 
age of comfort, peace and God’s blessing for our people. 


BUT THE PAST IS YET TO BE 

However, we cannot rest upon prayers alone. We must act 
now if 1978 is to signify the beginning of a new era. But why 
should the commemorative year signal an expansion in the 
dreams and visions of the Armenian Missionary Associa- 
tion? What has brought about this desire for greater service 
to God’s Kingdom? 

When one contemplates the present plight of Armenians 
throughout the world, one is awed, then disturbed, then en- 
raged—enraged that due to limited funds and passive on- 
lookers, the task of giving aid and solace to the desperately 
needy, who have increased geometrically, cannot be fully 
completed. So much has to be done, unless greater help is 
forthcoming, we will not be able to resolve our past inabili- 
ties or coming cares. 

In the 60 years behind us, we started by creeping; then, we 
crawled; now, we walk valiantly and administer to our 
World Wide missions efficiently—every dollar used as it 
should be. Our proficient office staff enables us to give the 
maximum benefit to our needy from every donation. 

These, then, are the reasons for our future concerns: to 
turn passive on-lookers to participants; to remove the bot- 


tlenecks of our limitations; to turn inabilities to victories; to 
run uprightly and not be weary. 


PRIORITIES ESTABLISHED 

But a colleague asked why should I give at all; if I do give 
why to the AMAA and if I have given why should I increase 
my donations? These are legitimate questions and ones we 
all meditate on. To whom shall we allot our charitable 
donations! I, for one can answer that question categorically 
and have cleared my mind of the brush, seeing straight down 
a clear, open lane. Three considerations have dissolved the 
fog! 


MAN CANNOT LIVE WITHOUT GoD 

The beliefs of the AMAA founders in the Christian faith 
and God have manifested themselves over and over again. 
The 1976-1977 budget provided $4,500 for Theological 
Training and $10,000 for Christian leadership training; 
$5,000 for Evangelism; $5,430 for our Missionary to Iran; 
$5,300 towards our churches in South America; $7,200 for 
Evangelism in the Middle East; $16,000 to Unions of Chur- 
ches for Home Missions; loans to the Armenian Evangelical 
Union of North America and assistance to any church to 
Sustain it in its need; special provision of $15,000 for Social 
Services in the U.S. as a faith project. The list is endless. Dr. 
Chopouriar noted in his Annual Report a total budgetary 
commitment of 23 per cent to Churches, Missions, Evangel- 
ism, Theological and Leadership Training, with increasing 
emphasis on our responsibilities in the United States. The 
warp and weft of faith has been a singularly strong span 
supporting the bay of our Association. 

The Association thus idealizes the first consideration. 


PEOPLE MUST HAVE IDENTITY 
Association activities and services are directed towards 
Armenians. Who of us born to this glorious Armenian 
heritage would wish to deny our birthright. It is more 
precious than gems and more worthy than the finest satin. 
We are Armenians—our eyes, our noses, our blood—and 
more, our unique indomitable spirit. No matter where we 
are; no matter in what profession; in what white or blue 
collar position; we yearn for identity. Your identification 
gives you a sense of belonging, a sense of security—and for 
us that identity is the ethnic culture of Armenians. 
The Armenian Missionary Association amplifies the 
second consideration. 


FAITH WITHOUT WORKS IS FRUITLESS 
(James 2:14-17) 

Thoreau averred that philanthropy is almost the only vir- 
tue which is significantly appreciated by mankind. Francis 
Bayard Rhein writes: ‘‘How can a faith that does not 
manifest itself in actions be of any value? Can that kind of 
faith save a man? What good is it to tell the naked and 
hungry to go their way in peace, to say be warm, be fed and 
not give them what they need? Similarly, a faith that 
doesn’t motivate action is dead. One man simply claims to 
have faith, another makes no such claim, but does good 
deeds. The first cannot make his faith visible in order to 
prove it, but the second, by his works, demonstrates that he 
has faith.’’ 

The AMAA is the conduit for such charity. 

Have you seen the face of the young boy in the Interior of 
Turkey shown by Dr. Chopourian in his slide presentation 
of the AMAA in action? He is a young Armenian lad, un- 


aware of his magnificent forebears, slowly starving, sullen 
and completely blank. 

See him again, years later after being liberated to Beirut, 
fed, housed and educated at Haigazian—a bright, alert Ar- 
menian ready to take his place in society. 

An old man, an Armenian, shabbily dressed, half- 
starved, trying to warm himself over the embers ofa dying 
fire—the only warmth keeping him alive being the inner 
flame of his spirit. I saw him in Narmak, outside Teheran. 
Now, through the AMAA and its church in Teheran, he has 
clothers on his back and food in his stomach. My 

Multiply these scenes by the thousands and the condition 
of our people will be clearly discernable. 

This is the third requisite. 


The AMAA symbolizes charity at its fullest. 

In all of life, a person must establish priorities. One friend 
told me, ‘‘We have so many social friends, time does not 
Permit visiting them all. Whom do we visit? There are sO 
many people in need; whom do we assist? Do we aid a 
needy but vogue millions or do we give relief to those deares 


and nearest?”’ ; 
In our minds we must draw the lines. For myself the 
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AMAA has completely satisfied my stipulations: The Asso- 
ciation has re-affirmed my faith; the Association has re- 
established my identity as an Armenian; it has permitted me 
the privilege of donating my hard-earned money to a 
charitable institution which I have evaluated best serves, by 
its programs and its experience, those causes I hold dear. 


HOW ABOUT YOUR PRIORITIES? 

I suggest we all sit down and take a hard look at our 
Charitable donations! Is the organization efficiently run? Is 
it serving our fellow Armenians? Are the programs for- 
mulated by the organization those I am interested in? Are 
they under the “‘surveillance’’ of the Scriptures? 

Think deep, think well—the fog will also dissolve for you 
and you will join with me and thousands of others, uniting 
hands and uniting funds across the globe, by increasing your 
donations to our beloved AMAA, to insure that our Ar- 
menian countrymen will be able to say, ‘‘We are strong in 
our faith for you helped us with our churches, in North 
America, in Australia, in South America, in Canada, in the 
Middle East; we are strong in our mind and our body for 
you schooled and fed us and we are one for you did not 
forget us’’—in the year 2038. 


IN OUR MINDS WE MUST DRAW THE LINES. FOR MYSELF THE AMAA HAS 
COMPLETELY SATISFIED MY STIPULATIONS—Archie Cherkezian 


he Jnspurational Corner ———_—— 


PSALM 66 


Make a joyful noise unto God, all ye lands: 

Sing forth the honor of his name: make his praise glorious. 

Say unto God, How terrible art thou in thy works! through 
the greatness of thy power shall thine enemies submit 


themselves unto thee. 


All the earth shall worship thee, and shall sing unto thee; 
they shall sing to thy name. 


Come and see the works of God: he is terrible in his doing 
toward the children of men. 


He turned the see into dry land: they went through the flood 
on foot: there did we rejoice in him. 


He ruleth by his power for ever; his eyes behold the nations: 
let not the rebellious exalt themselves. 


O bless our God, ye people, and make the voice of his praise 
to be heard: 


Which holdeth our soul in life, and suffereth not our feet to 
be moved. 


For thou, O god, hast proved us: thou laidst affliction upon 
our loins. 


Thou hast caused men to ride over our heads; we went 
through fire and through water: but thou broughtest us 
out into a wealthy place. 


I will go into thy house with burnt offerings: I will pay thee 
my vows, 


Which my lips have uttered, and my mouth hath spoken, 
when I was in trouble. 


I will offer unto thee burnt sacrifices of fatlings, with the 
incense of rams: I will offer bullocks with goats. 


Come and hear, all ye that fear God, and I will declare what 
he hath done for my soul. 


I cried unto him with my mouth, and he was extolled with 
my tongue. 


If I regard iniquity in my heart, the Lord will not hear me: 


But verily God hath heard me; he hath attended to the voice 
of my prayer. 


Bless be God, which hath not turned away my prayer, nor 
his mercy from me. 
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A concert of Sacred Music by the 
newly-founded SACRED MUSIC SIN- 
GERS presented a special program of 
sacred songs from great masters on 
Sunday, May 22nd, under the auspices 
of the Armenian Missionary Associa- 
tion of America, with the joint Choral 
Groups of the Armenian Presbyterian 
Church, N.J., Armenian Evangelical 
Church, N.Y., and Armenian Martyrs’ 
Cong’] Church of Havertown, Pa.. 
The joint choirs, which also included 
Singers outside the Churches, was un- 
der the able direction of the Rev. Dic- 

ran Y. Kassouny, M.D. , who in addition 
to his talent of ministry and medicine, 
is gifted with musical capabilities. 


Flutists Jeannette and Laurence Bakalian 


Sunday May 22nd was a special day 
for the Armenian Evangelical Com- 
munity. Being Missions Sunday, the 
morning message from the altar of the 
Armenian Presbyterian Church was on 
the work of the Armenian Missionary 
Association of America, which was 
visibly demonstrated to those at wor- 
ship in colored slides. A luncheon fol- 
lowed the service, creating an occasion 
for socializing as well as nourishment. 

The afternoon concert, which was 
held at the Sanctuary of the Armenian 
Presbyterian Church, proved to be an 
additional valuable contribution to the 
Armenian Evangelical Community in 
its new home, the United States. 

The Concert included English and 
Armenian selections. The Armenian 
portion included works from Komitas, 
Ekmalian, and Uvezian, while the Eng- 
lish included numbers from Bach, 
Mendelssohn, Archangelsky, Vivaldi, 
Beethoven, Handel and Mozart. 


Sacred Music Singers 


The purpose of the founding of the 
Sacred Music Singers was interpreted 
to those in attendance by Mr. Archie 
Cherkezian, the President of the Ar- 
menian Missionary Association of 
America, in the following words: 

“‘Back in the latter part of the 30’s 
and through the 40’s, there was a lively 
group of -singers known as_ the 
SACRED MUSIC SINGERS who 
practised and performed under the 
baton of Rev. Dicran Kassouny, M.D. 
The SMS, as it came to be known, had 
as its purpose, the edifying of hearts 
through sacred music. The group came 
to be well-known and well-liked. Then, 
with the departure of Dr. Kassouny to 
these shores, the group faded away like 
old soldiers do. It was revived here in 
Paramus. 

A short statement as to how it was 
revived is in order. The Reverend Ber- 
nard Guekguezian suggested to Dr. 
Kassouny that a choir be formed to 
perform on the occasion of the One 
Million Dollar Campaign of the Ar- 
menian Evangelical Union of North 
America. This was not pursued for 
some time, and Dr. Chopourian was 
taken into the circle, for further 
deliberations, yet the mechanics of put- 
ting a group in order did not occur at 
that time. When Dr. Kassouny was 
riding with the Chopourians to return 
home after the Worcester Family Con- 
ference, the question was raised again. 
What can one do in a car for four 
hours but dream! Dr. Kassouny ex- 
pressed his willingness if it were under 
the auspices of the Armenian Mission- 


ary Association of America, after per-: 


suasive arguments that his added 
talent in music, besides the ministry 
and medicine, should be brought alive. 

With the action of the Armenian 
Missionary Association Board of 
Directors to sponsor the Sacred Music 
Singers as a project of the AMAA the 
faded former SMS was resuscitated 
and came again under the baton of Dr. 


Kassouny. From a small group, the 
number grew to 51, with the participa- 
tion of the New York and Havertown 
churches, The Board of Directors join 
me In extending thanks to the Directors 
of SMS, Dr. Kassouny, the members 
of the SMS, the Committee and the 
three churches _represented—New 
York, Paramus, Havertown. God bless 
your sacred endeavors and your ser- 
vices to the Armenian community.”’ 


As a first time presentation, the 
Choir sang unusually well, giving both 
inspiration and enjoyment to those in 
attendance. In appreciation, the capa- 
city crowd made generous contribu- 
tions when an offering was taken at the 
conclusion. Separate contributions 
were also made by ‘‘sponsors’’ of the 
project to support the affair. Hardly 
enough can be said for the members of 
the SMS Committee who worked hard 
for the realization of the concert. 

Due acknowledgement to the Com- 
mittee as well as floral recognitions 
were made to the Soloists, Mrs. Sossy 
Hanessian and Miss Alicia Karaman- 
ian; to Mrs. Ann Wallis, the accom- 
panist; to Mr. Thomas McBeth, ac- 
companist and Armenian Evangelical 
Church Choir Director; to Mrs. Fran- 
ces Lowe, the Armenian Presbyterian 
Church Organist; to Mrs. Gladys 
Keuhnelian, assistant to the SMS 
Music Director; to Dr. Dicran Kassou- 
ny, the SMS Choir Director, whose 
wife was also recognized with a cor- 
sage; and to Mrs. Marguerite Dokouz- 
lan, Chairman of the SMS Commit- 
tee. 

The SMS Program was thought to be 
a very high level performance which 
added stature to Armenian community 
life. From the many positive commen- 
dations of some individuals attending 
the Concert, we quote: ‘‘I am so glad I 
was able to attend the Sacred Music 
Singers Concert which I thought was a 
tremendous success. I especially enjoy- 
ed the Armenian pieces by Ekmalian. 
Congratulations to you for initiating 
the revival of this choral group and to 
Dr. Kassouny for doing such an out- 
standing job of directing it. I hope that 
this can be an annual affair.’’ 

The Armenian Evangelical Com- 
munity is to be commended for this 
superb effort and it is hoped that the 
Sacred Music Singers will be a per- 
manent feature in the coming years, 
thus cultivating the sacred music 
dimension of the Armenian Heritage. 


THE TELFEYAN 
EVANGELICAL 
FUND 


Dr. Sarkis and Elida Telfeyan of the 
Telfeyan Evangelical Fund 


On May 29, 1976 the Telfeyan Evan- 
gelical Fund, Inc. had its 60th birth- 
day. Incorporated by the Secretary of 
State of the State of New York on May 
29, 1916, it has been effectively fun- 
ctioning as a philanthropic family 
foundation for sixty years. 

Philanthropic works were in the very 
mainstream of the family for many 
generations. Garabed Telfeyan, father 
of the founders of the Fund, was born 
in 1835. He learned to read and write 
by translating the Bible (probably New 
Testament) from ancient Armenian to 


modern Armenian. He was greatly in- 
fluenced by the missionaries. Garabed 
Telfeyan started attending Protestant 
services and was deeply moved and im- 
pressed by the religious approach. The 
family changed over from the 
Apostolic Church to the Protestant 
Church in 1863. 

The missionaries had started schools 
and colleges throughout Turkey, but 
there were no colleges in Kayseri. 
Young men interested in pursuing their 
education had to leave Kayseri for 
college level studies. Garabed Telfeyan 
made a promise that someday there 
would be a college in Kayseri. He set 
aside funds for this purpose. This was, 
perhaps, the first documented tangible 
philanthropic endeavor of the Telfeyan 
family. 

The present Telfeyan Evangelical 
Fund, Inc. was brought to fruition as 
specified in the will of Sarkis G. 
Telfeyan ‘‘to promote the cause of 
evangelical Christianity, benevolence 
and Christian education.”’ 

Although the Armenian Evangelical 
Church of New York was dear to the 
heart of the founders, aid was given to 
churches all over America and _ the 
world. The minutes of a meeting show 
a disbursement of $90.60 for ‘‘Minis- 

ters’ robes’’. It must have been quite a 
sum for 1921. Ministers and their 
families were helped no matter where 
or what church. The earliest disbur- 
sements showed an_ ecumenical 
outreach that was truly progressive for 


AMAA SCHOLARSHIPS 
AWARDED 


Dr. John G. Keuhnelian, Chairman 
of the Scholarship Committee of the 
Armenian Missionary Association of 
America, has announced that for the 
academic year 1975-76, scholarships 
and loans were granted to 20 students 
in the United States totalling $14,089 
and to 42 U.S. students for the aca- 
demic year 1976-77 totalling to 
$24,850. Scholarships assigned were 
from various AMAA sources such as: 
a. Samuel and Elizabeth Hekemian 

Family Trust; 

b. Telfeyan Evangelical Fund; 

c. James Mouradian Medical Scholar- 
ship Fund; 

d. Garabed and John Keuhnelian En- 
dowment Fund; 

e. Hovhannes Jedidian Endowment 

Fund; 


f. Sarrah and Altoon Saprichian En- 
dowment Fund; 

g. Stephen Philibosian Foundation; 

h. Stephen Philibosian Endowment 
Fund; 

i. Paul And Arousiag Iskiyan Fund; 

j. Through ATSA from 10 Funds for 
Theological Training. 


The Scholarship Committee has grad- 
ually streamlined its operations, be- 
coming a very efficient organ in the as- 
signment of scholarship assistance to 
applicants. The following unwritten 
guidelines are operative in decision 
making: 

1. Applicants to comply with the re- 
quirement of completing application 
forms, providing references and, in the 
case of loans, to sign Promissory Notes. 

2. All checks to be issued to the 


higher educational institutions of the . 


students’ choice. 


its day. Funds were given to Protestant 
Churches and to the churches of the 
Diocese and Prelacy. The Armenian 
General Benevolent Union and the 
Armenian Missionary Association 
were funded through the years. 
Scholarship grants were set up in 
selected universities, such as: The 
University of Chicago, Stanford 
University, Columbia University, Har- 
vard University, Adelphi University, 
The McGeorge School of Law of the 
University of the Pacific, and 
Haigazian College. Armenian students 
interested in attending these schools 
are urged to apply to the Financial Aid 
offices of these institutions. Funds are 
also given to the Armenian Students 
Association and the Armenian General 
Benevolent Union. Funds given to the 
Armenian Missionary Association of 
America are used for benevolences as 


‘well as for scholarships. The $5,000 


given this year"will be so used. 

_In the 1960’s members to the Fund 
were tapped from the third generation. 
Membership on the Board today in- 
cludes grandchildren of John G. 
Telfeyan, Herant G, Telfeyan and 
Albert G. Telfeyan. The fresh ap- 
proach of this young generation shows 
that the tradition of caring continues 
with the same intensity as that of the 


founders. 
It is the hope of the members that 


the Telfeyan Evangelical Fund will 
grow in its outreach to Armenians for 
many generations. 
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3. Checks to be issued only after 
confirmation by the educational insti- 
tution that students have actually re- 
gistered for that year. 

4. Applications may not be consid- 
ered unless students have evidence of 
acceptance by a college or university 
and know the exact amount of income 
and cost for the year. 

5. The parents of the applicants to 
provide information on their financial 
status, the Committee keeping such 
information confidential. 


The AMAA has, in addition to the 
provision of scholarships in the United 
States, a Child Education Sponsorship 
Program overseas for which it provides 
an amount of $77,000. Haigazian 
College students in Beirut receive 
$15,000 for scholarships from the 
AMAA and $25,000 from the Stephen 
Philibosian Foundation, an affiliate of 
the AMAA. 


MR. HARRY ASLAN AND LIONISM 
A.M.A.A.’s Tribute to A Humanitarian 


During my visit to California on 
AMAA business, I had the opportunity 
and pride to meet an Armenian who 
has achieved excellence in business and 

. particularly in a service area called 
“‘Lionism’’. 

The Immediate Past President of 
Lions International, Mr. Harry Aslan, 
is a lion himself, a descendent of the 
Aslan family. For him, the greatest op- 
portunity is to help his fellow man, to 
serve his community and to aid the 
needy. 

Why? Why should a man who has 
achieved remarkable success as a 
businessman want to work overtime 
year after year in the service of others? 

“The way I see it,” says Mr. Aslan, 
“those of us who have achieved a mea- 

sure of success should give something 
to our communities and to the world in 
return, as a way of repaying a portion 
of our endowment. We should con- 
sider it a humanitarian duty to help 
people less fortunate, who are sick, 
handicapped and in need of the basic 
necessities of life. We owe it to the 
world.’’ 

Harry Aslan’s formula for achieving 
success in business and in Lionism can 
be neatly summarized: perseverance, 
dedication and a lot of hard work. And 

throughout his life, Harry Aslan has 
personified all three qualities. 

He was born in Kingsburg on April 
8, 1914, went to public schools in that 
city and attended the University of 
California for two years. His parents 
were immigrants from Armenia and it 
is they whom President Aslan credits 
with ingraining in him the spirit for 
work and community service. ‘‘My 
parents came to this land from a 
foreign country,’’ says Harry Aslan, 
“‘they came here from Armenia. They 
settled on a farm in Kingsburg. They 
became citizens of their adopted coun- 
try. They were industrious, resour- 
ceful, God-fearing and responsible citi- 
zens. On the farm they taught us to be 
squares. They told us to plow a square 
field square and work for our 3 squares 
each day. At the end of the year we 
were told to square our debts. Then we 
could look you square in the eye.”’ 


His father settled in Boston in 1896 
and worked as a gardener for a wealthy 
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family. In 1903 he travelled to Califor- 
nia and purchased a 40-acre farm in 
Kingsburg. Though he worked hard in 
the farm’s vineyards, he still found 
time for community service. 
“‘Although he died when I was only 12 
years old, I’ll never forget how he en- 
couraged us to become active in our 
community and to become concerned 
with the plight of other people,’ says 
Aslan. 

In 1935, Harry Aslan took his first 
steps as a private businessman when he 
began harvesting and selling water- 
melons for a neighbor. In 1940 he 
became a grower himself, rented 20 
acres in Kingsburg. He increased his 
acreage to 40 the next year. By the late 
40’s he was one of the valley’s largest 
producers. In the 1960’s melons began 
to be phased out of the district and he 
introduced mew _ crops—nectarines, 
peaches, plums and grapes. 

Harry Aslan does not limit his busi- 
ness interests to growing. He _ pur- 
chased an old packing plant in Kings- 
burg in 1943 and by the middle of the 
50’s it was in full operation. The old 
plant was torn down in 1962 and a 
modern one constructed, complete 
with cold storage and pre-cooling facil: 
ities. The plant, known as the Harry 
Aslan Company, is owned and operat- 
ed exclusively by him. 

One of the most successful projects 
of the Kingsburg Lions Club in the 
middle 1940’s was its Watermelon 
Festival. More than 15,000 people at- 
tended every year and the funds the 


Harry J. Aslan 


Lions raised were allocated to their 
many service projects. But in order to 
have a successful Watermelon Festival 
you need plenty of watermelons. And 
during those years who was one of the 
biggest watermelon growers in the Cen- 
tral San Joaquin Valley? Harry Aslan, 
of course. 

“TI was selecting and _ procuring 
watermelons for the Lions long before 
I ever became a club member,”’’ relates 
Mr. Aslan. ‘‘After I joined the 
Kingsburg Club in 1949, I really went 
to work on those melons. During the 
festivals, I sliced and served so many 
melons for visitors that my fingers 
became blue. But it was worth it. 
Those funds helped us construct a 
football field at Kingsburg High 
School.’’ Today, the field seats 6,000 
spectators, and its lights, a fieldhouse 
and an electric scoreboard were all 
made possible by the Kingsburg Lions 
Club. 

Harry Aslan became so deeply in- 
volved in his club’s activities that he 
was elected a Vice-President in only his 
second year of membership. He served 
as President in 1953-54 and soon 
became involved on a district and 
statewide level. He served as a Zone 
Chairman and as Inter-Club Activities 
Chairman for District 4-A2. He then 
became a Deputy District Governor of 
District 4-A2, and in 1959-60 was 
District Governor. Following his term, 
he served for four years, 1962-66, as 
Chairman of his Multiple District’s 
Membership Development Committee. 

Lion Aslan’s growing concern with 
the global involvement of Lions Inter- 
national led him in 1968 to become a 
candidate for International Director. 
He was elected at the International 
Convention that year in Dallas, Texas. 
His service on the International Board 
increased his desire to become further 
involved, and in 1972 he successfully 
campaigned for the office of Third In- 
ternational Vice-President and was 
elected by the delegates at the Mexico 
City Convention. 

During his years as a Lion, he has 
earned a number of awards of medals, 
including the distinguished Ambassa- 
dor of Good Will Award. 

In addition to participating in his 


Lions Club programs, though, Presi- 
dent Aslan has been and is involved in 
a number of other community activi- 
ties. He is the founding and current 
president of the Kingsburg Hospital 
District. 


Lions International President, Harry J. 
Aslan, honoring President Gerald Ford 


He has been a member of the execu- 
tive committee of the Sequoia Council, 
Boy Scouts of America, and for two 
years served as president of the Reedley 
College Advisory Committee. He also 
served six years as a board trustee of 
the Kingsburg High School District. 
President Aslan has also found time to 
serve as vice-president of the Califor- 
nia Peach Association and president of 
the Central California Farmers’ 
Association. He is still a member of 
both organizations. 

President Aslan married Freeda on 
November 23, 1944. They have a son, 
Philip, 27, and a married daughter, 
Susan, 24. 

‘Freeda has been a vital helpmate to 
me in Lionism,’’ says ae ‘She has 

led extensively with me in my 
wae = Lions around the world and 
she has a deep and abiding compassion 

in need.”’ — 

an idealism of Lionism 
has been very much effected by Byrl 
Babcock’s speech, a former adminis- 
trative officer of the Association, while 
he was attending his first Multiple 
District Convention of the California 
and Nevada Lions. ‘“‘He said 
something,’’ explains Aslan, ‘which 
has served as a beacon for me through 
the years. As he urged us all to work 
unselfishly on behalf of our communt- 


ties and the needy, he emphasized, ‘We 
make a living by what we get, but we 
make life by what we give.’ This sim- 
ple, yet profound, statement embodies 
the true ideals of Lionism. Life is un- 
fulfilling if we do not give something 
to posterity.” 

Lions International is the largest ser- 
vice club organization in the world. Its 
record of 60 years, from the inception 
of its founding, is convincing proof 
that the world has accepted and 
welcomed the services that the club has 
brought to humanity. Community ser- 
vice is the basic responsibility of every 
Lions Club and their motto is ‘‘WE 
SERVE.”? In this world of continuing 
poverty, deprivation and human 
misery, the Lions International Foun- 
dation stands as a beacon of hope, a 
selfless hand of assistance to those in 
greatest need. 

Lions International has served the 
world effectively in the few short years 
of its existence, in restoring sight to 
thousands in India and Bangladesh 
who would have needlessly but inevit- 
ably spent their lives in darkness, 1n 
rebuilding a school in Cyprus for deaf 
children displaced by the ravages of 
war, in providing food and shelter to 
victims of drought, flood, hurricanes, 
earthquakes and tornadoes in 
Nicaragua, Ethiopia, Thailand, Hon- 
duras and the United States, Just to 
name a few. This the Lions Interna- 
tional Foundation has done and will 
continue to do. 

The Immediate Past President of 
Lions International, Harry Aslan, 
believes in Unity. ‘‘Unity, Ladies and 
Gentlemen, unity. With it we can 
achieve wonders. When we_ stand 
together, we are an army of people 

dedicated to one single objective—‘WE 
SERVE.’ It is our purpose, it is our ob- 
jective, it is our goal.”’ ; 

Harry Aslan has devoted his time, 
talent and substance to join with others 
in making his home town and through 
the love of Lions service the world a 
better place in which to live. And he 
has done this in appreciation of what 
America has provided for his beloved 
parents. In this great country of 
America where we are endowed with 
countless blessings and an abundance 
of the necessities of life, Aslan believes 
in sharing our endowments to bring 
about happiness into the lives of those 
who are distressed. 


God bless this Aslan Armenian. 


NOSTALGIC 
REFLECTIONS ON 
HAIGAZIAN 
COLLEGE 


By Gilda Buchakjian 


1973 H.C. Graduate, Gilda 


Gilda Buchakjian is a Haigazian 
graduate, who majored in English 
Literature. During two consecutive 
years, she served as the editor of the 
Haigazian Herald. At the same time 
and during one academic year she was 
the Secretary of the Executive body of 
the Student Council of the College. 
Gilda came from Beirut in Dec., 1976. 
She is currently working with the Ar- 
menian General Benevolent Union of 
America, Inc., in New York City. 
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What is the big halo that hovers over 
Haigazian College? Why do Ar- 
menians in general tend to be patroniz- 
ing, protective, and often speak in 
loving terms about it? It is not such an 
enigma. For those who do not know it, 
the main reason lies in the fact that 
Haigazian College is the only Ar- 
menian institution of higher learning in 
the diaspora. And it is the baby of Ar- 
menians, owing its continuing existen- 
ce to all of you. 

The Armenian imprint of this Col- 
lege is unmistakable, and the desire to 
keep that national cachet glowing has 
always been a driving force for the 
concerned Armenian. 

The fact that this College is Armen- 
ian makes it more prominent and out- 
standing in the host country which is 
Lebanon, the culture of which is dif- 
ferent than ours, the language of which 
is unlike ours. The very existence of 
Haigazian College is a vital evidence of 

(cont’d on page 11) 
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It was a privilege for me to visit the 
supporting churches of the Armenian 
Missionary Association of America 
within a period of five weeks. 


ARMENIAN EVANGELICAL 
CHURCH OF GREATER DETROIT 
My first stop was in the Armenian 
Congregational Church of Greater 
Detroit, located in Southfield. The 
beautiful, modern church structure, 
with a social hall and attached Sunday 


Detroit Family Conference leaders: Avedis 
Sogomian, ardent layman; Dr. Knel Tour- 
lan; the Rev. Dr. Vahan Tootikian; the 
Rev. Apraham Jizmejian; the Rey. Bar- 
kev Darakjian. 

School rooms and offices, is a delight 
to watch and the Sanctuary is worship- 
ful. The Church campus was augment- 
ed in its looks and financial usefulness 
by a large two-storey medical building 
which brings substantial income to the 
Church coffers. After the Worship Ser- 
vice, during which I was given the op- 
portunity to preach an Armenian and 
an English sermon, the AMAA Chap- 
ter offered lunch to a large group of 
the membership. Following lunch, I 
presented in word and picture the 
ongoing work of the Association which 
was received enthusiastically and 
warmly. Numerous members became 
sponsors of the Child Education Spon- 
sorship Program that the Association 
administers. The Pastor, the Rev. Dr. 
Vahan Tootikian, and the Chairman of 
the AMAA Chapter, Mr. Haig Arab- 
lan, were most gracious and helpful 
during my entire stay of one week in 
Detroit and surroundings and Mrs. 
Chopourian and I were ‘‘hotel’’ guests 
at the Bardizians for over a week. 


ARMENIAN CONGREGATIONAL 
CHURCH OF CHICAGO 

My next visit was to the Armenian 

Congregational Church of Chicago, 

the Rev. Barkev Darakjian, Pastor. 

The Church on Sheridan Road is a 

block or two east of the famous Gold 


Coast of Lake Michigan. Mrs. Cho- 
pourian and I were ‘‘hotel’’ guests for 
three nights in the Darakjian residence 
and an evening at the Melkonians in La 
Grange, Ill. Following the Armenian 
and English sermons on Sunday, I fol- 
lowed the same routine of explaining 
the work of the Association in word 
and picture at a coffee fellowship in the 
Social Hall of the Church. Hearts were 
warmed for missions and monetary as 
well as service responses were en- 
couraging. 


OPEN AIR WORSHIP SERVICE 
IN TORONTO 

Driving on to Toronto, I spoke at an 
Open Air Worship Service organized 
by the Armenian Evangelical Church 
of Toronto just preceding a Fathers’ 
Day picnic, inclusive of Shish Kebab 
and trimmings. This was a great oppor- 
tunity for me to meet many Armenian 
members of the community, some of 
whom have already made a great 
place for themselves. On Wednesday 
night of that same week, the Social 
Hall of the Church was full with young 
and old, male and female, whose res- 


Outdoor Worship Service at Petticoat 
Park, Toronto: Rev. A. Jizmejian (sitting); 
Dr. G.H. Chopourian giving the morning 
message. 

ponse to the appeals for missions was 
extremely generous—close to 10 per- 


sons undertaking sponsorships of 
children in Syria, Lebanon and 
Turkey. Entertained royally by the 
Pastor and his gracious wife as ‘‘hotel’’ 
guests in their home and also in the 
Eudjurian and Helvadjian families, 
time was available for many visits and 
telephone contacts. 


FIRST MIDWEST FAMILY 
CONFERENCE 
From Toronto I retraced my 
“‘wheels’’ to Detroit to attend the first 
Midwest Family Conference, held on 
the campus of Oakland University in 
Rochester, Michigan, June 17-19, 


1977. It proved to be an outstanding 
success, with 122 enthusiastic partici- 
pants attending. 

Churches participating in the Con- 
ference were the Armenian Congrega- 
tional Church of Chicago, the Armen- 
ian Evangelical Church of Toronto and 
the Armenian Congregational Church 
of Greater Detroit, with the latter ac- 
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a. i a 
Chicago Church sanctuary and parsonage 


ting as host church. Chairman of the 
event was the Rev. Dr. Vahan H. Too- 
tikian, Pastor of the Detroit church. 
Other Conference leaders were the 
Rev. Barkev Darakjian of Chicago, 
Rev. Abraham Jizmejian of Toronto, 
Rev. Dr. Giragos Chopourian of the 
Armenian Missionary Association of 
America, Miss Janet Janigian of 
Detroit, and Guest Speaker Dr. Knel 
Touryan of Albuquerque, New Mixi- 
co. Dr. Touryan, a renowned scientist, 
author, editor and professor, is also 
very active in Christian youth 
ministries in Albuquerque and around 
the country, and his dynamic partici- 
pation in the Conference was one of its 
highlights. 

Intended as a time of spiritual and 
educational enrichment for the Mid- 
western Armenian Evangelicals, the 
Conference offered a splendid oppor- 
tunity for the constituents to live, learn 
and grow together in an atmosphere of 
fellowship and sharing. Activities of 
the convention, which centered around 
the theme ‘‘Authentic Christianity,’’ 
included Bible study sessions, dis- 
cussion groups, song fests, panel dis- 
cussions, lectures, and a slide present- 
ation. An exceptionally inspiring ses- 
sion was the Period of Sharing, in 
which each Minister and the Guest 
Speaker shared with the assembly his 
own personal spiritual pilgrimage to 
the Christian faith and ministry. A 
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reception was held on Friday evening 
of the Conference, and on Saturday 
evening Rev. Tootikian invited all par- 
ticipants and their families to his 
home. The Summer Family Confer- 
ence was planned for all age groups 
and offered something of interest to 
each and every participant. 

The climax of the entire weekend 
was a United Worship and Commun- 
ion Service on Sunday morning at the 
Armenian Congregational Church of 
Greater Detroit, with all the clergy and 
the guest speaker participating. The 
Chancel Choir of the host church ren- 
dered beautifully their musical selec- 
tions, which were enhanced by organ 
and trumpet accompaniment. Follow- 
ing the Service, a Talent Show was pre- 
sented by the host church and then a 
Father’s Day Picnic was enjoyed by the 
local congregation and their Con- 
ference guests. 


ARMENIAN EVANGELICAL 

CHURCHES IN MONTREAL 
From Detroit, I drove straight on to 
Montreal from Saturday 11:00 a.m. to 
11:00 p.m. and the following morning 
and afternoon preached at the Armen- 
ian Evangelical Church of Montreal 


Armenian Evangelical Church of Montreal: 
Mrs. Jirayr Bzdigian; Rev. Jirayr Bzdigian; 
Mrs. Chopourian; the Rev. Ardashes Ker- 
babian; Mr. Mardiros Eylencian; Mrs. 
Eylencian. 

and the First Armenian Evangelical 
Church respectively. Many in the Ar- 
menian Evangelical Church joined our 
Child Education Sponsorship in ad- 
dition to support for other projects of 
the Association and about 17 children 
were sponsored by members and 
leaders of the First Church. In both 
churches, I was privileged to preach 
and to present the work of the Associ- 
ation in word and picture at coffee fel- 
lowship hours. 
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SECOND EAST COAST FAMILY 
CONFERENCE 

Returning to the office in Paramus 
just in time for the final touches of the 
preparations for the July 4th Picnic, I 
then proceeded to Worchester for the 
Second East Coast Family Conference 
where I led, just as in the First Family 
Midwest Conference in Detroit, a 
session on missions. The Family Con- 
ference of the AEU-NA was again held 
at the Assumption College in Wor- 
cester, Mass., Friday, June 24th 
through Sunday June 26th. Churches 
participating in the Conference extend- 
ed from Montreal down to Havertown 
Pennsylvania in the South. Four chur- 
ches were represented with pastors and 
delegates and three churches with their 
pastors. Chairman of the Conference 
was the Rev. Bernard Guekguezian and 
the Rev. Herald Hassessian was the 
able Coordinator. Other Conference 
leaders were the Rev. Peter Doghramji, 
the Rev. Leon Tavitian and myself 
representing the AMAA. Dr. 
Doghramji, Pastor of the Armenian 
Congregational Church of Havertown, 
was the Bible expounder for the Con- 
ference who presented studies from the 
“‘Letter to the Colossians’’. He was 
lucid, practical and inspiring. 

The theme of the Conference was 
‘‘Life Together’’ and the emphasis was 
for a ‘‘New Togetherness in Christ’’. 
The Conference thus offered oppor- 
tunities for deep fellowship and all 
were made aware that living and 
sharing together as renewed persons in 
Christ would provide growth for our 
churches. 

The weekend was concluded with a 
united worship and Communion Ser- 
vice on Sunday morning at the Ar- 
menian Church of the Martyrs in Wor- 
cester with the Rev. Bernard 
Guekguezian preaching the Armenian 
Sermon and Dr. Peter Doghramji the 
English. The able Choral Director, the 
Rev. Dicran Kassouny, M.D., the 
Maestro of the newly-established 
Sacred Music Singers, quickly put 
together a joint choir composed of the 
members of churches represented and a 
beautiful selection was rendered. The 
Worship Service was enhanced by a 
solo by Miss Silvia Kutchukian, a 
Metropolitan Opera Singer. 

Following the service, lunch was ser- 
ved at the Armenian Church of the 


Martyrs by the hard working ladies of 
the Church. 


SECOND JULY FOURTH PICNIC 
SPONSORED BY THE AMAA 
At the July 4th Picnic we had a won- 
derful turnout with guests from 
Boston, Troy, Montreal, New York 
and from even California and London. 
The one attractive feature of the Picnic 


ist 
Alex Manoogian (left to right); G.H. 
Chopourian; Alex Manoogian; The Rev. 
Dr. Tootikian. 


was the generous gifts of Miss Ruth 
Philibosian, Mr. George Moomjy and 
Mr. Archie Cherkezian whose 
donations in kind were offered to three 
lucky guests as door-prize-courtesy 
from the Association. 
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A visit with the benefactors, the Henry 
Gertmenian family (left to right); Mr. & 
Mrs. H. Gertmenian; Dr. & Mrs. P. 
Gertmenian, 


WE TRY HARDER 

The Armenian Missionary 
Association of America continues to 
believe that it is NUMBER TWO but it 
tries harder. We are proud of its pur- 
poses, its past achievements and look 
hopefully for its future success and 
growth. Join hand with us to promote 
its many projects among which the 
Haigazian College stands like a pillar 


of light. Establish your priorities 
correctly, viz.: Your Home, Your 
Church and Union, Your AMAA, 


your other Charities in that order. 


SET MOMJIAN, 
OUR 
DISTINGUISHED 
BOARD MEMBER, 
NAMED TO DNC 
EXECUTIVE 
COMMITTEE 


Joel McCleary, Treasurer of the 
Democratic National Committee, an- 
nounced that Set Momjian has been 
named to serve on the Executive Com- 
mittee of the Democratic National 


Set Momjian and Jimmy Carter at Plains, 
Ga. early in the Presidential Campaign. 


Committee’s National Finance Coun- 
cil. Momjian will also serve as National 
Director of Special Projects, a position 
he held during President Carter’s suc- 
cessful campaign for President. 

Kenneth M. Curtis, Chairman of the 
Democratic National Committee, was 
elated with the willingness of Momjian 
to assume the responsibility dictated by 
a seat on the Executive Committee. 

McCleary added, ‘‘It is encouraging 
and most supportive to see someone 
the caliber of Set come on board at a 
time like this. The Democratic Party 
has an awesome job remaining from 
previous campaigns, and we have the 
additional commitment, which we 
must assume, when taking on the more 
active political role which the President 
has requested we take.’’ 

Momjian was also selected to serve 
on the Dinner Committee of New 
York’s Salute to President Carter held 
on June 23rd at the Waldorf Astoria. It 
was at the Waldorf last November that 
Momjian, who was National Chairman 
of the ‘‘Thank You America Commit- 
tee,’’ had a banquet attended by 1500 
people. Close to $600,000 was raised so 
that 21 rare American Tapestries by 
Albert Herter could be given to the 


Metropolitan Museum of Art as a 
Bicentennial gift on behalf of 600,000 
Armenian Americans. The Thank You 
America Banquet has been called one 
of the most meaningful events of the 
Bicentennial year. 

He has been working with the wife 
of Congressman Frank Thompson, Jr. 
on an exhibit of Political Art and 
Inaugural material to be displayed in 
the Capitol building. Included in the 
exhibit will be Momjian’s complete 
collection of inaugural invitations 
from George Washington to Jimmy 
Carter. The only other complete set of 
inaugural invitations known is owned 
by the Smithsonian. 

Momjian was also active on the 
Inaugural Committee. He and his wife 


Special Projects. 


were given a special treat when they 
were invited to be with the Carter 
family in the Presidential Box at the 
Kennedy Center for Performing Arts 
on the evening of the Inaugural Con- 
cert. It was there that Momjian presen- 
ted one of his 6 now famous miniature 
Liberty Bells to President Carter. The 
six small bells were cast from a piece 
taken from the original Liberty Bell 
when the crack was being repaired in 
1847. 

As Board member of the Armenian 
Missionary Association of America, 
Mr. Momjian was assigned the chair- 
manship of the Public Affairs Com- 
mittee of the Association and as such 
has made extremely valuable 
suggestions for the promotion of the 
Sixtieth Anniversary Celebrations of 
the Association, set for the Fall of 
1978. Mr. Momjian was unanimously 
voted by the Board of Directors to 
head the  Sixtieth Anniversary 
Celebrations and to act as its Director 
for the duration. The Board of Direc- 
tors are delighted to have Mr. Mom- 
jian aboard the Board and feel con- 
fident that his direction of the Sixtieth 
Anniversary Celebrations will be 
greatly helpful to the Association. 


Momjian served as Carter’s Director of 


GIVING THE EASY 
WAY IF YOU 
CARE TO.... 


Have you ever considered giving a 
substantial amount of money to the 
Church or to the Religious organization 
that you believe in? Have you thought 
about it and not been physically able to 
do so? Would you like to see how this 
can be done on a very inexpensive 
basis, where you only put out a few 
pennies every month and guarantee a 
large dollar sometime in the future? 
Would you like to see how this pro- 
gram would reduce federal estate taxes 
and state inheritance taxes, but still 
give you the flexibility of controlling 
your charitable contributions? Yes, 
this can be done, through the magic of 
Life Insurance as a charitable donation, 
if you care. 

If you are interested, we have the 
ability of putting your estate into a 
computer and showing you what your 
estate costs are going to be without any 
planning at all, with just some minor 
changes by the use of wills, trusts, and 
the use of charitable contributions to 
your favorite religious organization. 

If you are interested, please contact 
our reliable area representatives at the 
following addresses and_ telephone 
numbers: 


New York 
Mr. Cedric Melkonian, CLU 
Connecticut Mutual Life Insurance Co. 
1001 Franklin Ave. 
Garden City, New York 11530 
Tel: (516) 747 - 0310 


Philadelphia 
Mr. Thomas Bailey 
Massachussets Mutual Life Ins. Co 
Cotswald Farm 
Chester Springs, Pa. 19405 
Tel: (215) 827 - 9211 


Northern New Jersey 
Mr. Noubar Hadidian 
Metropolitan Life Insurance Co. 
48 Sheridan St. 
Lodi, N.J. 07644 
Tel: (201) 777 - 3422 or 
(201) 342 - 4254 


California 
Mr. Ronald F. Karabian 
New York Life Insurance 
1300 W. Shaw Ave., Suite 3D 
Fresno, CA. 93711 
Tel: (209) 224 - 9000 
See coupon on page 11 


ORDINATION AT 
NEW YORK 
EVANGELICAL 
CHURCH 


Prof. Zenas A. Ilanjian was ordain- 
ed into the Christian ministry and 
formally installed as pastor of the Ar- 
menian Evangelical Church of New 
York on Sunday, June 22, 1977, at 
3:00 p.m. The ordination was held in 
the church at 152 East 34th Street, New 
York, N.Y., at an impressive service 
conducted jointly by the Officers of the 
New York Conference and Association 
of the United Church of Christ, the 
AMAA and the Armenian Evangelical 
Union of North America, in the 
presence of a capacity congregation. — 

Mr. George Philibosian, in his 
capacity as Moderator of the AEU- 
NA, expressed his congratulations ‘in 
these words: ‘‘I am extremely pleased 
and happy to be able, on behalf of the 
Armenian Evangelical Union of North 
America, and personally, to 
congratulate both the Armenian Evan- 
gelical Church of New York for its ex- 
cellent choice in the person of Rev. 
Ilanjian as its minister, as well as Rev. 
Ilanjian himself for accepting the im- 
portant responsibility of occupying this 
pulpit which, as already mentioned, 
was filled in the past by some of our 
most distinguished clergymen.”’ 

Mr. Archie Cherkezian, President of 
the AMAA, greeted the congregation 
and the Pastor on behalf of the offi- 
cers, Board of Directors and members 
of the Armenian Missionary Associa- 
tion of America in the following 
words: ‘‘This Church has been a bul- 
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COUPON 
Dear Folk in the A.M.A.A. Office: 


Please inform Mi. ss 
ny one of area representatives listed) ; 
might have for Life Insurance as a charitable donation. 


(Name a 
any suggestions he 


wark of support for the Armenian 
Missionary Association in leadership, 
in members, in donations and in ideas. 
God’s mission work through the 
Association has always been fostered 
and enhanced by the spirit of 
dedication and service by the Pastors 
of this Church. You-will now join their 
ranks and the Armenian Missionary 
Association rejoices with this congre- 
gation in their selection of you as the 
Shepherd of the Flock.’’ He then 
stressed the importance of the spirit of 
cooperation: ‘‘We are thankful to the 
Lord and continue to sing his praises 
for one of our missions, that of train- 
ing leaders for our Evangelical move- 
ment, has seen some fullfilment in your 
person. The Armenian Missionary 
Association cannot exist without the 
cooperation and assistance of the 
Pastors of the Armenian Evangelical 
Union, for the Association, if it 
represents anything, must represent 
our churches in action. The affinity 
between the Church and its Missionary 
Arm can never be severed. It has been 
sealed by faith on the one hand, and by 
charitable acts manifested by that faith 


“on the other hand. Yet, in the long 


range view of religious values, estab- 
lished by generations of struggle, 
although faith without action is not 
enough, action without faith is 
nothing.’’ 

The AMAA looks forward to the 
abundant contributions of the new 
Pastor and his selfless services and 
welcomes him as an addition to its 
membership. The world is in sore 
trouble and every force of faith must 
be harnessed to do battle. May God 
give him strength to achieve his ap- 
pointed task and fulfil his reponsibili- 
ties. 


Name —————_—<_—<—$—  — 


Address 


City 
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State Zip 


Date 


to get in touch with me for 


(cont’d from page 7) 

the ‘living Armenian’. Armenians have 
emerged from the ashes of their mas- 
sacred fathers and grandfathers, step- 
ped out of the confinement of their 
self-pity to assert themselves as being 
able to do more than just mourn the 
dead or rest on past laurels gained in 
the past. They have come to acquire 
education to help in the safeguarding 
of their ethnic heritage of which they 
are so proud. These educated ones will 
in the long run contribute some of their 
culture to the existing culture of the 
country they are in, and vice versa. 
Moreover, the interaction of contrast- 
ing cultures other than exposing us to 
different languages and heritages, will 
enhance the adjustability of the Ar- 
menian, his or her adaptability to non- 
Armenian environments. 

The fact that Haigazian College has 
educated the children and grandchild- 
ren of native Lebanese Presidents, 
Prime Ministers, Parliament members 
and prominent professionals without 
discrimination, is the biggest propa- 
ganda our ethnic heritage can ever 
display. With the advent of the civil 
war in Lebanon, Haigazian College, 
like many other institutions was 
damaged and its enrollment decreased. 
The war made no distinctions as to 
who or what to spare. Everybody and 
every property had its share of mis- 
fortune. Now, more so than any other 
time, the existence of Haigazian should 
not be at stake. If only for the sake of 
those who will not have the possibility 
of leaving the country, Haigazian 
would be the only life-jacket they 
would cling to. Moreover, being one of 
the pillars denoting the raison d’etre of 
Armenians in Lebanon, its operation is 
of utmost importance, not to say im- 
perative. 

Being a Haigazian graduate, I al- 


‘ ways look back at my recent years of 


study in that institution with longing 
nostalgia and gratitude. That place, in 
addition to inculcating me with the 
knowledge I went aspiring for, taught 
me a great deal more: including the 
sense of belonging to a family with my 
fellow students and __ professors, 
respecting our differences, and most 
important, trying to promote my own 
culture with pride. 


Auytoptte pud fits 


UGPUIUSARGLP 
UPULU UEOPUPSEUL 
UUrt2 Nf AUVI8U.8 


LEP. SNAPP. ZEPLLS 
U-4. Z6ULUEUL 


Ykp- Supft- Lh ppyun U. 4. Lhuku- 
Eusisfr haglk* Yb punyunnnckyp Upukis 
Yhophfabusis Stind £ Curyp guy phip- 
ef Swupuquian Saqf Yprasy : Otinw— 
furypts kp Luts ful stigbuts flow 
hush Baiciuipu 19, 1887: 

Yb punyuuncky pir, Vurpg fasts U- 
Yuu [Foy fru Fos k&LL 4p wor Ys fr Dp 
auhuenp Uprrckumpy uifungnup: Up 
pubs fk VE pyfu byes blew Uripe p- 
png Fok Pip tutifry LEY: Curpre- 
tual Eyrif fr cesta erry eats Sess pray Yo was by ess hs a 
unity Frfiufipts Ee Gratkph mu 
eres Sen pss tyes Bhiupwtikbpoeu 
EY" 1934AL Gatkph ees es ure ry ces Os pris — 
Uiush wis Bh duputrkis 4p uuu y Qu 
fusenp CawneisSmputine ffir un frin— 
qaup app uy bh 4p $n Pry were fr 
uk Vugpumpau Quem du purine— 

but wfungnufhr: 

Yb pungqunnncky fis 4p dhntugpach 
Dupuhwumuti Pup pg puquph 
HEY: nde syusyur0t Ip uunma— 
LEY uatp, Qurgnef fe Punyp pgp S59: 

1923/u Yriguy Upuughuy Uahutig— 
Lbp: Sad nema wywsyiolify bp Spru— 
thpnch Upe Bepgbhh Say Cpfguhus 
Nikuff Ufe Gopph Lhkqghgftu: hp 
Sane fiiwh wp suupi kp ap guy Gpf- 
gush uss Ehfqgbgyrny super hunoargatk— 
que ne fnutin aunbydhy Gury pune 
fis SEI: Pp ap Putuenp Saf neh 
Sutil tp dep§ hp Spduipp Pb fipp— 
ups Oho pukis Ognumnu 1935/2: 

Lb punyunnichy pi Sanford & dp- 
phqungf guy Dusty funy Lhhybgfu, 
buncyppp Lug dngnifushut bybgb- 
ghey WO gyetp fury daqeatars Up 
pun bhbgkghh, 2bydepstyb fay bo- 
qaufubwt Ehbgkgfi, be Ppunfukir- 
ufs Zury Oc buna pustiashusts Git pun 
Lhkgbgfi: 

Yh punquiunncbyf Yhoph faba guy 
Ochunuputiushusts Ufo fttus Uunfuu— 
gus bys k 1939-/AL, fru wnnge wp 


Ubn- UpulG Ykon4pqbuG, uwhwgbwy, bu bp hpboawwy mpypGp np wydv Ppodp- 


wnkGu yn pulp 
smurfs, 1924-1937: 

Yb punyununnck fps 4p Bush gtr l 
196544 fp db&p: Vip minh Sutin f— 
wre Ge Upacffiwi wpb bp but 
2p gusuf Sadfrubpoe Ukuph Opaiuy 
pufiug pp bpky Ppuhsktp LE): 
Urge op Sh bltp ppb Sutig guy yp une 
ssh bphy ypbpuhutip wyununhus gus 
gust pl ne wpuunfiep: 

Neufipph Sad nembhws gp pustfre 
gfe mk yh Souk Bish $inyd wy gk 
pufipuikp afar frastoees ys 5 Lip: U- 
Chir wget ag fi punypuuncky pis EL E- 
qhgfu Wuyggh se’ kpbg hhh buppe 
Shun pldthe pug Sdacuhwh ufone, 
me ¢ngandoacpype upunfits FEY wy un 
pred unby dp fb pusuperSnisad hp gp 
qusmanul by fr op op WPoctbuusy pip: Uu- 
qual Lp Busy fr winks prusue, «Quek 
pfu Epp Pk nisl mac uy frinfr ugku 
gfur» OSu usps fp Sip Jip pee — 
poffeus Gyuwtiuashyp: 

Grp "busch fF Puaqueenpp Uputitik pp 
nus pesguigush sbg— 

«Ob%p gfinkp np myuop Pupuughip 

PE9 PES qgopunfug fp fre >» 

Iiph,  frapyfutinefihuig SEY 
gprs k. «QE p gfounkp ap, wmyuop 
Pupuygkyp SEY NUQUEY PTHUY fp 

fulpuae+» 

‘buffet pir myo fuoupr tuk. dp 
yung ub YA punyunnne Ljpffi ne ft 
gungen Np php ating guanhuipybkphn 
Unemquanghs Lpfkp Sunn: Utara 
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tnefpuhut purluah bis SES 20PU- 
CUP, POW ne VED NUQU Puk- 
pha ffir bys fp: 

Yb punyquunnck; fis utbinets sushofd 
gpuukpis nme gpughint by: Utiphw 
cay eas pr erica B 11s Tr tas § pecs es ern faces press ly px Rutt 
Uuumnedny ’ mide Skp euprigh sp Pp fu- 
unr fy Ocburpuwtipis Be wtfunts 
Pruahis bp pusyunfrts: Uiphas FpuJut , 
whip, ugduhkpayfs oe dup hg 
EhEqkgeny : Ui Jupyoas Punuen pu 
Sp hp tagadaepypi, puph Sadfrp fp 
Sunfly wyurunyutip Siang php oe ghp- 
eh, pagqrifis, Pyuljryfip be Susy 
Oeinnem Supra fi pits me wg 
dmynimd pyr” fie Wlaprngp fe oe 
hp ygthpi: Ute hp yuk qUu- 
wns guy Ucbenmpurtias huts Suit n— 
qaubnid Lk 4p obpép guy mays TL 
Suyphippp fupiuagpunulpg nn apap 
errs Bes Yous § Surge Sagfad: 

VEp Snqbenp Epglphir ffi Wpuk, 
Why binkckts Shing ogunmbuip dg hy & 
my p kgf :> Lb punyunnncky pis lid 
Eunkckis «SEung onus hwy dgusd k fE- 
gf: Uiap Spummupuh afi pubbk py 
¢nyandacpyapu ugsSatipuyke: anu Ap 
Jhabig wining Pk Lpkp Suuinpi— 


1- WUUDARCUUUUP 26 PNUUUU.P SC 
Zpunupwniws 1965pG: Ubds Gybn- 
Gh 8huGuvbwyp wnphr (ttf kbwi 
VowynipwypG Upmpbwi Ynntk 
Yuqvwhybpyniwd unbydwqnpdwyuli 
Upgwiffibpni uk» yquundtwgpn- 
phudp GPUPAPY ucupgwiwhh wp- 
dufiugwé: 


2. UEP UAPU.8PV FNBUUUPSC 
2Zpwmnwpwyniws 1967pG: Uju w2- 
fpwnwubparphrip bpyn. hwphip 
unjwp upgwiwynd qgGwhwuncbgwe 
2wjhwakG NrqniGbwG tpuaywi Upp- 
guGwyp 8widaGwjnidpla: 


3. VP TLPubU-@NUtlU.4b 8PuUb- 
PNh GUPGENKUL 20.88. UMU-PC- 
LU.UU.U GUGTES8hNS ULL b-dP TUE 
2punupwulynund 1970pG: Uyu gbhpfp 
Gimppniws E bpkghpG bGGp Ytop- 
YbqbwGh, wn f qliwhwuulif wf 
ponpwhnikp dunwynipbwG nr qnip- 
qnipnn Piwfhi, op bGGhG wuniwd § 
Ubpwywiunnrb)ppG bp bpywpwunbe hh- 
iwinnipbwG gpgwfpG: 

Yb punyunnnck ffi § perp ae 
wks bp pista Sinph be guunulpu— 
Pfu ae afta pr ppueseyy servis ly ss pe 
butipp Sfp finshwth , Uchunmpurtnahwts 
Sutngacdibpp Sunnnunn ne Sweuunpp 
wis fuusfuen Ep: 

YE pusuunnncby fis pursuit Snqgben— 
AL fry ft hss bhgnemdpny: Ua &- 
qiads bufypag ae grsaeny Sup op he 
qgueumhubpoac, ofpry me Serer fh 
uyung unui ufreupr fp fp faqusy- 
ghis ne «<DUSNPELP>Y pip sutneg 
Susy Sunbury pfs: 

Yb prunyunnncky pi ufpleg he khkqt- 
gbhs me fie agg: byte Suntaape unite 
Susy wh § un usishpug fs pfrgusunusl 
fps kp Ytuagappag’ Lu wg ppd: Ua 
fp uqgpu quirwhukpac Shin bpkyg 
fuss guspusiep y uns rs 
upusinp , gp yup aL Yous funsinfrtip : Qus— 
yp puna [Fbut grep dinphis puyeg 
Y wikt Sfughe Otipfhua: Ugur 


Supa dulip 


Quip pbs: Ups hp pay bp witht purypor— 
ipnfups hp FfupPuphp Suyopepbepe 

nprie tp yogmumb its TT ae 

sag tas esr ins rt mg guru Aacpefu rps Ys tts — 

he finfdnp bp oe Sage he deeds 

Ut pang agphpad yp wyuuby wpe 

Seana rrebigesnpeqaupp 

dpop mubhhyp wont fps waprrpuaype ik 

mp Purine Sunanignedp: Yb pu- 
syunnrrely fre SEY puss php ypadipe pak’ 

mh wy ubpby facpef- apr Sbinke 
Purge: 

gun fiuhuts Gbpye  pfhugpanky 
usp fig atfdurctunt bul fis : hep 
widksbp yoprustfuipipr F-pfuunuf pui- 
frush fs Surnununph gps fpr, Su— 
qusd* me ippryae ftw yrgelt eu 
euuprnpy gyrefupe ppd Epa qian ae 
mip fFacts bp ute: Ppeguiqune few 1p 
UUSARTNE WOURL by fp dhnppr 
Sk Ephwp ung fib Purpints shy 
PuSoemt Skin: Quis pflugpuckyg 
wnfusfa rie frzfuesinslprts hhgniwd pri : 
Bus Eusfu Pur Seu hung aeqqeg ae Uu- 
wn fr fiwipp kphuplkg: Gre 
inf Sh 9pp yunyud Ing forge 

«Map § mf Pars pre fam frge: 
art pri Anemuy Ep Skp Bfuncu 
Pppumnuf Qknpni-» 

Dognu Unmphuypi Yip {hu furourr 
punyuinncby fp Upubis Ybophfabut pi: 
QUSEPUQUL DSEPUQUESUP NP 
LUPUSPL W2ZE8 fp Yeutipf unf- 
prs ubengacfibwt: Neuinf Y bp 
PUPIPLGUL WUE np uprqeup Sh- 
Fe hp Sennncgill : 
pluhapwtbp fuss: Rurcanprip infey 
fury Sufunyh Susy waygfe ae Pup 
Te EE hp Sununnmt: Wnegkip 
Sununnuy (AE. Pip bqpgpp fp ue 
huss pinshunnky pts iinfubynd* upd 
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frupdutiagonach , «hing Apefi» 
SED: 

FE9 pyr Sopp ztaphud unepe 
qunSfir prep Ubpadpbikpad ne 
wppupibped hp pupae qu 

Sbpp fhgh yupgbrkg Lb punyu 
nb fu- nium fuse Anemmip Uu- 
hEwipni Fppumnuf Lh bqtgfu psu- 
tutip genus bis fpr be ay Ff Skphs & 
np gpip fip pri qusighg: op Stubuy py- 
psy fp wineup: 

Vaugolhie mp Mupfuppgh wmge 
Lngbhe dupa uyeh bpkghbh: bh 
nme mqguhwtikpp me G pup bin 
dngndecpeg op 4p qaqa guep oe hep 

Cunnkp fe Pusu fis pubis he was a 
fine man.» 

Png Yb punyunnack ffir 
Jfqummnualte pp using EP Sith ghip uf- 
SEY uy Auf ne yurefinbusien : U-fku: 


« ounemd Uupun 28, 1977Ph, Leip Upubis 


O-litp- 


Uuuniwsdp , IL Bpuncu Fppumnup 
gap poe qphbkghp: Bas. db:3 


Npwupnipbudp yp swhni- 
guGbGf pk dbp- 2bpppw 2w- 
ukubwfi bu pp wqfifpt wpyplp 
Volptiyputo ypup qufinipl 
Bnijpu  28—Ognumnu 28h 
gpowGpG hndniwywi wnw- 
fbjnipbudp: Uunwh bf op 
Ubp- 2wukubwi vhs Gbp- 
opisnul wpb pbpk Uolipt- 
Upunto-p ubp qunnip pl: 


ARMENIAN ETHNIC PRESENCE IN 
AMERICAN LIBRARIES 


Convinced that American libraries should contain subjects on Armenian ethnic 
material, especially at this period in American life when minority cultures are be- 
ing promoted, the Armenian Missionary Association of America devised a plan 
to offer five books to U.S. College, University and Public libraries at a reduced 
price. The publications, as they appear on this sheet, deal with Armenian sub- 
jects, and all five books are offered for a small amount of $9.50. 

The Association, in a stroke of genius, forwarded brochures with return 
coupons to 9,000 libraries. These are, however, main libraries and do not cover 
the local city libraries. There are hundreds of thousands of small local libraries 
that should carry an Armenian ethnic presence. It is impossible for the Armenian 
Missionary Association of America to make literature available to the small 
libraries, but you can help have ethnic presence in your local library. How? by 
filling in the coupon below and asking us to make a present from you to the 
library. It will only cost you $9.50 but might do $9,500 worth of good for all of us 
Armenians. 

Would you like to assist? Please fill in the coupon below and send it in to us 
with your donation of $9.50 which will be tax exempt. 


Se a ae ae 
Gentlemen of the AMAA: 
Please send your package of 5 books to my local library as follows: 


NAME aes 
ADDRESS. 


CUS Ye STATE ZIP. 


(] Enclosed is my check in the amount of $ 
CL) Please bill me: 


NAME. 

ADDRESS 

CPT Tn ele SUA T ZIP. 
SIGNATURE. ee DATE. 
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OBITUARIES 


MR. SAMUEL AVAKIAN 


Samuel Avakian and his 


One of the founding members of the 
Armenian Presbyterian Church of 
Paramus, N.J. and many-term Board 
member of the Armenian Missionary 
Association of America, entered his 
eternal rest on Thursday, May 26th, at 
the age of 84. Funeral services were 
held at the Armenian Presbyterian 
Church. The Rev. Bernard Guekguez- 
ian officiated and Elder George Phili- 
bosian delivered the Eulogy. 

Born in Kharpert and educated in 
Euphrates College, he came to this 
country as a young man and 
established a photo-engraving busi- 
ness. 

He was one of those individuals who 
did not permit business to limit his ser- 
vices to God. As a committed Christian 
and a man of many talents, he served 
the Church of Christ, the mission of 
the Church through the AMAA, the 
community and his nation faithfully, 
always flavoring everything he did with 
the spirit of Christ. In the Church he 
served as a Trustee, Elder, Choir 
Director, Sunday School Superinten- 
dent and in the AMAA as a faithful 
and dynamic Board member in ad- 
dition to being a generous contributor. 
He also worked faithfully and lovingly 
in the Armenian communities of New 
York and New Jersey. 

Perhaps it was providential that he 
was at a special service at the Armenian 
Presbyterian Church on Sunday, May 
22. AMAA Sunday was being observed 
in the Sanctuary and Social Hall of the 
very church which he loved and in 
which he served. Mr. George Philibos- 
ian, referring to that visit in his 
Eulogy, said: ‘‘It was only 10 days ago 
when Sam was visiting our Church. Af- 
ter the services, he pulled me aside in a 
corner, and with eyes full of nostalgic 
reminiscences, he would say to me 
‘George, you don’t know how much I 
love this Church and these people. 


surviving wife, Rose. 


They mean so much to me and my 
family. You don’t know how happy I 
am that the Church has good leader- 
ship now from Pastor all the way; and 
doing so well.. I am so happy..’ and he 
would hug me and burst in tears.”’ 

Mr. Philibosian summed up his life 
in these glorious words: ‘‘His was an 
admirable life of dedication and service 
to his family, his church, to all good 
causes and friends. It is a life that 
should ever continue to serve as exam- 
ple to us all—as it has been to me, a life 
which was always guided, to use his 
words once more, by this question.. 
‘What will it profit a man if he earned 
the whole world, but he lost his soul?’”’ 

An important time in the life of Mr. 
Avakian was November 13, 1920, 
when he married the former Miss Rose 
Kafafyan, who became a model as a 
wife and the world could learn much 
from her and the blessed life Sam and 
Rose had together. In Sam’s words: ‘‘I 
want to mention how happy I have 
been, and how thankful, for having 
these long years the companionship, 
the help and loving understanding of 
my dear wife. Some call marriage a 
gamble; the union of two loving lives, 
under the guidance of God, is Paradise 
on earth.”’ 

In lieu of flowers, memorials have 
been designated to the Armenian 
Missionary Association of America, 
Inc. which is a testimony to Mr. Avak- 
ian’s zeal for Missions and 
Evangelism. The memorials in his 
name will be turned into an endow- 
ment fund, the proceeds from which 
will be used for the important mission 
of the Association. 

The Board of Directors of the 
AMAA take this opportunity to extend 
heartfelt condolences to his beloved 
wife, Rose, and to his three children 
Marion Slater, Leon Avakian and 
Helen Eberle and their families. 
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The AMAA Board would like to take this 
opportunity to extend its heartfelt condo- 
lences to the families of the deceased 
through the medium of the AMAA NEWS. 


Mrs. Varter Surabian 
Fresno, Ca. September 15, 1976 


*Mr. Samuel Avakian 
Neptune, N.J. May 26, 1977 
Rev. Roupen Kayayan 
Seine, France May 1977 
Mrs. Sadie Alexander 
Fresno, Ca. 
*Mrs. Perouz Mirzaian Casparian 
Poughkeepsie, N.Y. 
*Mr. Frederick Regauld 
Calif. 
Mrs. A. Kassabian 
Birmingham, Mich. 


*Signifies that memorials were designated 
for AMAA. 


TELEGRAM 
TO EXPRESS 
HEARTFELT 
CONDOLENCES 
TO 
MRS. KAVOOKJIAN 


Dear Mrs. Kavookjian: 


The news of Mr. Kavookjian’s 
passing is a great sorrow to all of 
us. We who knew him had a 
genuine love and respect for him. 
He will be long remembered for his 
steadfast services to the Armenian 
community. 


The Board of Directors of the 
Armenian Missionary Association 
of America and its Members at 
Large extend sincere and heartfelt 
sympathies to you in your bereave- 
ment. 

Archie Cherkezian, 
President 


G.H. Chopourian, 
Executive Director 


on behalf of the Armenian 
Missionary Association 
of America 


ARMENIAN MISSIONARY ASSOCIATION 
140 Forest Avenue 
PARAMUS, N. J. 07652 


A GROUP TOUR TO ARMENIA AND THE 
SEVEN CHURCHES OF ASIA 
Sponsored by 
THE ARMENIAN MISSIONARY 


ASSOCIATION OF AMERICA 


The Tour will include Armenia and the seven old churches 
in Asia listed in Revelations 


Projected date: SEPTEMBER 1978 


Interested? If yes, please fill out our Advance Reservation Coupon 
below so we can inform you of all details as they develop. A deposit 
will be requested when expenses are itemized fully. 

ee 


ADVANCE RESERVATION COUPON 


I/we wish to reserve ——.. seats on the AMAA Group Tour 
to Armenia and the Seven Churches in Asia. This does not ob- 
ligate us to join until we have made a deposit of money. 


City HH ___ State __ Zip 


Phone ( ) 
AREA CODE NUMBER 


Please Mail to: AMAA 140 Forest Ave, Paramus, N.J. 07652 


Non-Profit Org. 
US POSTAGE 
PAID 


Paramus, N. J. 
Permit No. 55 


BOOKS RECEIVED: 
THEOLOGICAL PERSPECTIVES 
ON CHRUCH GROWTH 

Harvie M. Con, Editor 
Presbyterian & Reformed Pub. Co., 
Nutley, N.J, 1976, pp. 149, $4.95. 
The book, with seven writers sharing 
their convictions, is grounded in the 
conviction that the preaching and ap- 
plication of the doctrines of sovereign 
grace will bear fruit in a growing world 
church. 


The Kalimantan Kenyah 

a@ study of 

TRIBAL CONVERSION 

in terms of dynamic cultural themes 
William Conley 

Presbyterian & Reformed Pub. Co., 

Nutley, N.J. 1976, pp. 418, $4.95, 

The subject focuses on the time bet- 

ween 1930 and 1965 during which the 

Kenyah tribal group numbesing about 

33,000 in Indonesian Kalimantan were 

converted to Christianity, This study is 

an attempt to analyze the conversion 

process in terms of the culture's own 

dynamic. 


ARMENIAN NEW TESTAMENT 263 
1976, pp, 709, $2.75 

In Eastern Armenian, printed in Korea 
by special permission of His Holiness, 
Vasken I. 


